God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Thirteen: Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, & Song of Solomon
Texts: [image: image1.jpg]


Psalm,1:1-6; 2:1-7; 7:1-8; 110:1-7; Proverbs 1:1-16; Ecclesiastes 2:1-13. 
I
n God’s revelation to man he has chosen a number of different ways to communicate His will. Sometimes He teaches through historical accounts of the past. Sometimes He has revealed detailed lists of laws. One of the most beautiful ways that God has chosen to reveal Himself is through poetic literature, such as songs and proverbs. These works, like all Scripture were written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (see Matt. 22:43-44). 

The Old Testament has five works of poetic literature. The largest is a collection of songs, referred to as “Psalms.” Many of these were written by David. We learned in an earlier lesson that David had been a harpist for king Saul. God used David to compose songs that Israel could use to worship Him. The first Psalm teaches, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night” (Ps. 1:1-2). Some Psalms prophesied the coming of Jesus (see Ps. 2:7; 34:20; 110:1). Others were pleas for deliverance and repentance (see Ps. 7:1; 25:20; 6:2).

Following the book of Psalms is a collection of proverbs. Proverbs are short statements of wisdom. Sometimes they fit together into a theme, other times they address different subjects. Solomon wrote many of these proverbs. He declared, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7). Some of the proverbs take the form of instructions from a father to his son. Solomon writes, “My son, hear the instruction of your father, and do not forsake the law of your mother; For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, and chains about your neck” (Prov. 1:8-9). These proverbs encourage faithfulness to God.

We learned in the previous lesson that Solomon, in spite of the blessings that he was given, turned away from the Lord, as a result of the influence of the unbelieving wives he married. The book of poetry known as Ecclesiastes, was probably written by Solomon. In this work, Solomon describes his own journey away from the Lord and back again. If this was written near the end of his life it may reflect that Solomon returned to the Lord before he died. It ends, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil” (Eccl. 12:13-14).

The final book of poetic literature is a book describing the love of a man for his wife. It addresses the kind and tender affection which Solomon had for his wife. “the Shulamite.” One of the great lessons of the book is the warm manner it portrays husbands and wives speaking to one another. Solomon writes to his wife, “Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel, and the hair of your head is like purple; A king is held captive by your tresses” (7:5). What an important lesson for families even today to apply.       
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	13
	I Chronicles 5-9
	I Chronicles 10-14
	I Chronicles 15-19
	I Chronicles 20-24
	I Chronicles 25-29
	II Chronicles 1-5
	I Chronicles 6-10


Study Questions
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1.  Jesus quotes from Psalm 110:1 in Matthew 22:43-44. What does He say about how David wrote this that shows it was not just from David’s own creativity?


2.  Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the entire Bible, What is its focus? 

3.  What does Psalm 34:20 describe which was fulfilled in Jesus’ death (cf. John 19:36)?
4.  List the seven things which Proverbs 6:16-19 says are an abomination to God:


1)
2)



3)
4) 



5)
6) 



7)


5.  What is the subject of Proverbs 31:10-31?



List some qualities described there:


6.  Throughout the book of Ecclesiastes the writer declares, “Vanity of vanities; all is vanity” (see 1:2; 12:8). What does this mean?



This vanity applies to things done “under the sun.” What is the significance of this distinction?


7.  Fill-in the blanks from Ecclesiastes 5:1: “Walk ___________ when you go to the _______ of ________; and ________ near to _______ rather than to give the ________ of _______ for they do not know that they do ________” (NKJV).

8.  Song of Solomon begins with a poetic discourse between three parties. List the three parties: 1)
2)
3)

Key Passage: “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. I have sworn and confirmed that I will keep Your righteous judgments” (Psalm 119:103-106).

This Week’s Reading Schedule
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